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Abstract (245 words):

"We increasingly live among, read, and construct visually rich and
intoxicating texts and by doing so, we engage in recursive relationships with
words, images, words as images, and the intersections of all of those
variations" Graff, . M. (2013).

This paper, presented in visual-textual form, draws on an autobiographical comics
workshop | hosted with an after-school club for youth. In the monthly workshop, we
explored student-initiated themes through the media of visual-textual storytelling, both
through the exploration of existing graphic memoirs and those created by the youth
participants.

In this paper, | focus on the role world-building plays in activism amongst the youth and
in relationship to the aesthetics of social justice. Through the creation of life-narratives in
visual-textual form not only are key constructions such as identity and worldview
expressed in the storytelling, they are literally drawn into the text. As comics activist
Kate Evans states about her own work in graphic memoir, "The narrative centres
around me because it’s limited to my direct experience..." (Evans, K., 2018). In
"limiting" visual narratives to the lived experiences of young people, a unique
ownership over the storytelling and sense of self-as-protagonist emerges in both the
narrative and visual representations. This paper presents world building in comics
by youth as a means to communicate worldview and lived experiences—and asks
how the form itself has the potential to act as both a means of and for activism.

References
Davies, D. (2018) Comics Activism: An Interview with Comics Artist and Activist

Kate Evans, Oxford, UK: Ubiquity Press
DOI: http://doi.org/10.16995/cg.114

Graff, ]. M. (2013). Children’s literature as tools of and for activism: Reflections of
JoLLE’s inaugural Activist Literacies conference. Journal of Language and Literacy
Education [Online], 9(1), 136-143. Available at http://jolle.coe.uga.edu/wp-
content/uploads/2013/05/Childrens-literature-tool-for-activism.pdf



http://doi.org/10.16995/cg.114
http://jolle.coe.uga.edu/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/Childrens-literature-tool-for-activism.pdf
http://jolle.coe.uga.edu/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/Childrens-literature-tool-for-activism.pdf

Bibliography

Bomer, R., & Bomer, K. (2001). For a better world: Reading and writing for social
action. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.

Cohn, N. (2014). The Visual Language of Comics: Introduction to the Structure and
Cognition of Sequential Images. London; New York: Bloomsbury Academic.

Cohn, N, Murthy, B and Foulsham, T. (2016). Meaning above the head: Combinatorial
constraints on the visual vocabulary of comics. Journal of Cognitive Psychology,
28(5): 559-574. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/20445911.2016.1179314

Czerwiec, MK, Czerwiec, M, Williams, I, Squier, SM, Green, M], Myers, KR and
Smith, ST. (2015). Graphic Medicine Manifesto. Pennsylvania State University Press.

Davies, D., 2017. Comics Activism: An Interview with Comics Artist and Activist Kate
Evans. The Comics Grid: Journal of Comics Scholarship, 7, p.18. DOI:
http://doi.org/10.16995/cg.114

Evans, K (2006). Funny Weather: Everything You Don’t Want to Know About
Climate Change But Should. Brighton, UK: Myriad Editions

Farinella, M. 2018. The potential of comics in science communication. Journal of
Science Communication, 17(1): YO1. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.22323/2.17010401https://cg.ubiquitypress.com/articles/10.16
995/cg.130/main-text-B8

Frank, C. (1999). Ethnographic eyes: A teacher’s guide to classroom observation.
Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.

Friere, P. (2000). Pedagogy of the oppressed (30th anniversary edition). New York,
NY: The Continuum International Publishing Group Inc.

Graff, ]. M. (2013). Children’s literature as tools of and for activism: Reflections of
JoLLE’s inaugural Activist Literacies conference. Journal of Language and Literacy

Education [Online], 9(1), 136-143. Available at http://jolle.coe.uga.edu/wp-

content/uploads/2013/05/Childrens-literature-tool-for-activism.pdf

Green, M] and Myers, KR. (2010). Graphic medicine: Use of comics in medical
education and patient care. BMJ (Clinical research ed.), 340: c863.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.c863

Halpern, ] and Sloan, M (2017). Welcome to the New World. The New York Times,
Available at: https://www.nytimes.com/series/syrian-refugee-family-welcome-
america



https://doi.org/10.1080/20445911.2016.1179314
http://doi.org/10.16995/cg.114
https://doi.org/10.22323/2.17010401
https://cg.ubiquitypress.com/articles/10.16995/cg.130/main-text-B8
https://cg.ubiquitypress.com/articles/10.16995/cg.130/main-text-B8
http://jolle.coe.uga.edu/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/Childrens-literature-tool-for-activism.pdf
http://jolle.coe.uga.edu/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/Childrens-literature-tool-for-activism.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.c863
https://www.nytimes.com/series/syrian-refugee-family-welcome-america
https://www.nytimes.com/series/syrian-refugee-family-welcome-america

Holland, N. (1976). Transactive criticism: Re-creation through identity. Criticism,
18(4), 334- 352.

Jennings, K. A, Rule, A. C., & Vander Zanden, S. M., (2014). Fifth graders’ enjoyment,
interest, and comprehension of graphic novels compared to heavily-illustrated and
traditional novels. International Electronic Journal of Elementary Education, 6(2),
257-274.

Kuo, ]. (2009). Critical literacy and a picture-book-based dialogue activity in Taiwan.
Asia Pacific Education Review, 10 (4), 483-94.

McCloud, S. (1994). Understanding Comics: The Invisible Art. Reprint edition ed.
New York, NY: William Morrow Paperbacks.

Madison, D. S. (2012). Critical ethnography: Methods, ethics, and performance (2nd
ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications.

Meacham, S. (2001). Vygotsky and the blue: Re-reading cultural connections and
conceptual development. Theory into Practice, 40(3), 190-197.

Mitchell, C. (2004). Was it something [ wore? In S. Weber and C. Mitchell (eds). Not
just any dress: Narratives of memory, body and identity. New York: Peter Lang.

Ortony, A. (1993). Metaphor and Thought. Cambridge University Press. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1017/CB09781139173865

Pauwels, E. (2013). Communication: Mind the metaphor. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1038/500523a

Sipe, L. (1999). Children's Response to Literature: Author, Text, Reader, Context.
Theory Into Practice, 38(3), 120-129. DOI: http://www.jstor.org/stable/1477302

Short, K. G. (2012). Story as world making. Voices from the Middle 90(1), 9-17.

Tufte, ER. (1997). Visual Explanations: Images and Quantities, Evidence and
Narrative. Cheshire, CT: Graphics Press.

Wilson, L. (1997). Defining whole language in a postmodern age. The Australian
Journal of Language and Literacy, 20(2), 26-32.

Wolk, D. (2007). Reading Comics: How Graphic Novels Work and What They Mean.
Da Capo Press.


http://www.jstor.org/stable/1477302

	Davies, D. (2018) Comics Activism: An Interview with Comics Artist and Activist Kate Evans, Oxford, UK: Ubiquity Press
	DOI: http://doi.org/10.16995/cg.114


