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The University of South Florida is 
excited to host the 44th annual 
Children’s Literature Association 
Conference, June 22-24, 2017, at 
the Hilton Tampa Downtown Hotel.

LOCATION
Set in the heart of downtown 
Tampa and just a short trolley ride 

to neighboring Channelside and historic Ybor City, the conference venue 
will allow participants to explore Tampa’s history, culture, and culinary 
delights. Just steps from the city’s newly completed Riverwalk, the historic 
Tampa Theatre, and the Performing Arts Center, as well as a host of 
outdoor recreational activities, including paddle boarding, boating, fishing, 
and running, Tampa will offer you many opportunities for fun in the sun 
while you contemplate the many futures of children’s literature.

CONFERENCE THEME
When visitors think of Florida, they imagine Disney World, beaches, 
vacations, and, ultimately, retirement – visions that hardly mesh with the 
realities of life in a state that boasts yearly invasions of pirates, snowbirds, 
and abnormally large bugs. In addition to the bifurcated space between 
perception and reality, Florida is also a tale of two coasts: the Suncoast and 
the Spacecoast, the fantastic and the historic, the fictional and nonfictional, 
the utopic and dystopic. Past and present sit side by side, and the futures 
in Florida require careful navigation of perception, reality, and the distance 
between the two.

Drawing heavily on the lessons offered by Florida, the 2017 Children’s 
Literature Association’s annual conference will explore the many possible 
futures to be found in, through, and for children’s literature. The theme 
allows for the exploration of topics across a wide range of media, both print 
and electronic, and time periods, including:

•	 Historical views of the future
•	 Transportation, travel, and exploration
•	 The future’s relationship with natural resources, both real and 

imagined
•	 The relationship between technology and the futures of children’s 

literature

DR. FARAH MENDLESOHN TO GIVE THE 
FRANCELIA BUTLER LECTURE 
Dr. Farah Mendlesohn will present the 
2017 Francelia Butler Lecture on the topic 
of “What Children’s and YA Science Fiction 
Teaches Us about How to Create Peace in 
the Future.” Dr. Mendlesohn is Professor of 
Literary History at Anglia Ruskin University. 
She is the author of numerous books on 
children’s literature, including  The Inter-
galactic Playground: A Critical Study of 
Children’s and Teens’ Science Fiction 

(2009) and Diana Wynne Jones: The Fantastic Tradition and Children’s 
Literature (2005). Her forthcoming book, co-authored with Michael M. 
Levy, is Children’s Fantasy Literature: An Introduction (2016).

2017 ChLA CONFERENCE
“Imagined Futures”

June 22-24, 2017, The University of South Florida

Dr. Farah Mendlesohn

Submit conference abstracts or panel proposals 
(300-350 words) via a link on the ChLA 2017 webpage: 

http://www.childlitassn.org/2017. 
The submission deadline is October 15.

Join the ChLA 2017 Facebook page:

https://www.facebook.com/chla2017/

For more information, contact the conference organizers:

•	 Jenifer Schneider, jschneid@usf.edu
•	 Melanie Griffin, griffinm@usf.edu

GET CONNECTED
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The 2016 Children’s Literature Association Conference was hosted by The 
Ohio State University in sunny, salubrious Columbus, Ohio, from June 9-11, 
2016. The theme for the event was “Animation,” which encompassed 
topics ranging from cartoons and comics to toys-coming-to-life and 
classroom read-alouds.

Over the course of the conference, attendees were treated to more than 
120 panels on subjects such as Disney films, picture books, historical 
fiction, anime, posthumanism, graphic novels, and horror literature – to 
name just a few.

On the opening night of the conference, attendees had the opportunity 
to hear Gene Luen Yang speak. Yang is one of the most critically 
acclaimed and commercially successful graphic novelists in the United 
States today; he is also the current U.S. Ambassador for Young People’s 
Literature. Yang’s book, American Born Chinese, won the Printz Award in 
2007. Yang delighted conference-goers with his behind-the-scenes look 
at the artistic making, literary mythology, and narrative meanings of this 
text. Yang’s talk was preceded by a bountiful and boisterous Members’ 
Reception, where the refreshments were generously co-supplied by the 
University of Mississippi Press, which publishes the ChLA book series.

The next day, Ashley Hope Pérez, who is the author of the young adult 
novel Out of Darkness which was a Printz Honor book this past year (and 
who is also a faculty member right at OSU), read from her work, answered 
questions from the audience, and signed books.

Finally, on Saturday morning, conference attendees heard the Francelia 
Butler Lecture. The talk was expertly – not to mention entertainingly – 
co-delivered by Charles Hatfield and Joe Sutliff Sanders. The duo spoke 
about the role that form and audience have played in children’s comics, 
past and present.

The OSU Conference Planning Committee would like to extend a special 
thanks to Kristi Olson, Annette Wannamaker, and Roberta Seelinger Trites 
for all for their help and hard work to make ChLA 2016 so successful. 
In addition, Michelle would like to thank her colleagues in the Literature 
for Children and Young Adults (LCYA) Program at OSU for their invaluable 
assistance during this process. Finally, Michelle would like to give a special 
fist bump to the LCYA doctoral students: your energy, enthusiasm, and 
hard work were instrumental in the conference being so fabulous!

It was a pleasure and a thrill to host you in Columbus for ChLA 2016.  
Thank you for joining us and making this event so memorable!

2016 ChLA CONFERENCE WRAP-UP
“Animation”

For the first year in many years, ChLA experienced a deficit in our 2015 finances: a deficit of $22,100, to be exact. Several key 

factors played into that deficit, most notably our revenues from Project Muse being down $19,793, and through no fault of our 

editors, we were also billed for 6 issues of ChLA Quarterly (two from 2014; four from 2015). This added $12,463 of 2014 costs to 

the 2015 budget. We do, however, project that 2016 will be more financially stable.

Nevertheless, because the Board of Directors anticipates that Project Muse royalties will not be as high as they were in 2014, and 

because we have not raised dues in four years, the Board this year elected to raise dues by what we hope members will experience 

as a modest increase. We will now ask individual members to pay $90 annually, emeriti members $55, and students $40.

As it happens, members who want to help our fiscal situation can remind their students to access journal articles published in 

Children’s Literature and Children’s Literature Association Quarterly through Project Muse. When students “click” on those 

articles through Project Muse, we earn royalties; when faculty members distribute photocopies of articles, we don’t! 

Members with questions about our finances, our budget for the upcoming year, or our dues structure are encouraged to contact 

our Treasurer: Roberta Seelinger Trites (seeling@ilstu.edu).

TREASURER’S REPORT
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James Heneghan’s Wish Me Luck tells the compelling story of a tragic historical event too often ignored: the sinking by the 

Germans of a ship carrying children whose families had chosen to send them away from the horrors and dangers of war at home in 

England to the safety of Canada. Told through the eyes of Jamie Monaghan, a sympathetic character who leaves his family and the 

excitement of war only reluctantly, the novel also introduces Tom Bleeker and his little sister Elsie, neighbors of the Monaghans. 

Bleeker, as Jamie calls him, is a new arrival from Northern Ireland; his fight with “Stinky” Corcoran, the biggest, toughest kid at St. 

Oswald’s School in Liverpool, provides a fittingly violent opening to the book. Humor, raw language, and authentic dialect balance 

the horrors of living close to danger in the daily lives of children, their families, and friends. Heneghan provides a unique perspective 

on WWII, as he chronicles the children’s lives before, during, and after their experiences aboard the SS City of Benares. 

A lyric picture book for the very young, Tell Me a Season presents three linked concepts – colors, time of day, and seasons 

– that move its readers through its graceful design and pacing to an affecting conclusion. The book exemplifies the merits 

of simplicity and judicious combination of word and image, detail and panorama in four symmetrical, temporal, and poetic 

visual-verbal vignettes anchored in a single setting over the course of a year. The four vignettes come together as an 

aesthetically pleasing and satisfying book that relates the representative activities of two country children, their cat and dog, 

and one other creature per season. The few declarative or descriptive words direct attention to specific conceptual details 

while the pictures convey the greater particulars of human and animal inhabitants’ activities. The bareness in image and text, 

which is more akin to stark vulnerability, combined with the use of color, is rich and reflective.

2017 PHOENIX AWARD WINNER
Wish Me Luck by James Heneghan
Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1997

2017 PHOENIX PICTURE BOOK AWARD WINNER
Tell Me a Season by Mary McKenna Siddals & Petra Mathers
Clarion Books, 1997

Seedfolks by Paul Fleischman
HarperCollins, 1997

Seedfolks, the spare, multi-layered story of a community garden in Cleveland, 
shows that one positive act by a child can make a difference to the lives of 
many. The novel’s appeal to readers of all ages illustrates just how artificial the 
boundaries of “children’s literature” can be. Nine-year-old Kim’s simple memorial 
to her dead father grows into a garden not just of vegetables, but of diverse 
people growing vegetables together, a vivid expression of the “salad” metaphor 
that better represents American culture than the melting pot. Fleischman explores 
multiple voices and perspectives in this virtuoso performance of his craft. A large 
cast of characters, young, old, and ethnically diverse, each beautifully rendered, 
come together as neighbors with new connections and angles of vision. And a 

child plants the first seed that makes this village whole. 

Habibi by Naomi Shihab Nye
Simon & Schuster, 1997

Nye’s semi-autobiographical account of an Arab American family’s move from 
St. Louis to Jerusalem gives Palestinian perspectives a sympathetic depth rarely 
presented. A bomb killing Jewish civilians sets off retaliation, dramatizing how 
difficult it is to break the cycle of revenge and constant turmoil. Habibi elegantly 
translates myriad cultural details through delectable flavors, pungent smells, varied 
textures, and minute observations of locale. Sensory impressions are matched by 
Nye’s directness about Palestinians’ treatment as second-class citizens. In contrast 
to the brutal insensitivity of Israeli soldiers and police, 14-year-old Liyana’s friendship 
with a Jewish youth named Omer offers hope. Nye never whitewashes the harshness 
experienced by an old style West Bank extended family that honors traditions of 
place. Yet the affection of Liyana and Omer creates a thin melody heard above the 
din of violence that threatens the young people’s possibility for a shared home.

One Grain of Rice: A Mathematical Folktale by Demi
Scholastic, 1997
Inspired by Indian miniature painting s, Demi’s modern visual-verbal retelling of this Indian folktale is enriched by reds, purples, and golds. These colors denote both royalty 
and the cleverness and wisdom of Rani, the village girl who restores justice. The dominance of gold leaf is tastefully balanced by the use of white space, which serves to 
pace the unfolding story and its pages, comprised of well-placed text blocks and framed pictures, and to highlight the elements that dynamically exceed their frames. Rani 
is the queen of mathematics and its irrefutable logic, made manifest on the fold-out pages.

2017 PHOENIX AWARD HONOR BOOKS

2017 PHOENIX PICTURE BOOK AWARD HONOR BOOK
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2017 ChLA Phoenix 
Award Session CFP

The Phoenix Award Committee and the Phoenix Picture Book Award 
Committee of the Children’s Literature Association are planning a 
joint session at the 44th Children’s Literature Association Conference, 
held in Tampa, Florida, from June 22-24, 2017, and hosted by 
The University of South Florida. The Phoenix Awards recognize 
exceptional books published twenty years previously that did not win 
a major award at the time, but that the committees have determined 
to be of lasting value.

The 1997/2017 Phoenix Award goes to James Heneghan for 
Wish Me Luck (Farrar, Straus and Giroux). Two Honor books were 
named: Paul Fleischman’s Seedfolks (HarperCollins) and Naomi 
Shihab Nye’s Habibi (Simon & Schuster).

The Phoenix Picture Book Award goes to Mary McKenna Siddals 
and Petra Mathers for Tell Me A Season (Clarion). One Honor book 
was chosen: Demi’s One Grain of Rice: A Mathematical Folktale 
(Scholastic). 

Foremost, the panel organizers seek paper proposals that focus 
scholarly attention on the winning and Honor books. Papers on other 
books by the awarded authors and illustrators are also considered.

Authors will be notified by October 10, 2016, if their papers have 
been selected as part of the panel. If not selected for the panel, the 
authors may elect to submit their papers to the general conference. 
The call deadline for the 2016 ChLA conference is October 15, 2016.

Proposals are due by October 1, 2016, to one of the two 
chairs: Phoenix Committee Chair Lois Rauch Gibson

(loisgibson@aol.com) or Phoenix Picture Book Committee 
Chair Anna Panszczyk (annapan@bu.edu). 

The Children’s Literature Association has recently begun presenting 
an annual Mentoring Award. The award recognizes excellence in 
mentoring taking place within ChLA and extending beyond the 
boundaries of the mentor’s own university. Awardees will have 
contributed in significant ways to enhancing others’ scholarship 
and/or professional careers within the field of children’s literature 
over a substantial period of time. Such mentorship may take place 
in a variety of contexts, including but not limited to organizational 
committee work, journal or other professional editing work, ChLA 
discussions of teaching and/or career-building, and informal 
contacts.

Nomination packets will be assembled by a nominator who has 
decided to spearhead this task and to solicit additional material 
from others who may be interested in furthering the nomination; 
packets should contain 3-5 letters and a cover sheet with the 
name and contact information of the nominee and the nominator. 
Packets should total no more than 10 pages in length, excluding 
cover sheet. At least two letters must come from people who have 
never been students or departmental colleagues of the nominee, 
and all nomination letters must come from current ChLA members. 
The award will be adjudicated by the ChLA Board and will consist 
of a framed certificate presented at the annual ChLA conference. 
Winners will also be presented with a folder containing the letters 
written on their behalf.

2017 ChLA Mentoring 
Award Nominations

Please nominate yourself or another ChLA member to serve on the ChLA Executive 
Board or on one of our elected committees (see the ChLA website, Committees 
page for the list of elected committees). Send nominations to Teya Rosenberg 
(tr11@txstate.edu) or submit nominations via the link on the Member Center page 
of the ChLA website by October 15, 2016.

ChLA elections will be held over a six-week period beginning in mid-February and 
ending in March. All current dues-paying members will be sent an invitation to vote 
via the organization’s website.  

2017 ChLA
Nominations 

and
Elections

Please submit your packet to info@childlitassn.org 
with the subject line “Mentoring Award Nomination” 

by February 1, 2017.
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“Getting Religion: Children’s Literature as Sacred Text”
Sponsored by the MLA Children’s and Young Adult Literature Forum 
and the MLA Religion and Literature Forum
Lisa M. Gordis, Barnard Coll.; Karin E. Westman, Kansas State Univ. 
(Chairs)
Thursday, January 5, 12:00-1:15 PM, 112B, 
Pennsylvania Convention Center
“Intertwining Histories: Catechisms and the Emergence of 
Eighteenth-Century Children’s Literature,” Gabrielle Owen, 
 Univ. of Nebraska, Lincoln
“Christian Science Children’s Fiction, 1900–10,” Anne Stiles, 
St. Louis Univ.
“Nazi Children’s Literature and the Formation of the Holy Reich,” 
Michael Lackey, Univ. of Minnesota, Morris
“Characterizing Religion: The Lives and Afterlives of Stock Religious 
Characters in Japanese Picturebooks from the 1950s to the Present,” 
Heather Blair, Indiana Univ., Bloomington

“Remediating Boundaries between Children’s Print and 
Digital Media”
Sponsored by the MLA Children’s and Young Adult Literature Forum
Peter Kunze, Univ. of Texas, Austin (Chair)
Friday, January 6, 10:15-11:30 AM, 305–306, Philadelphia Marriott
“Pat, Press, and Spot: Translating Tactility between Traditional and 
Technological Books,” Emily Brooks, Univ. of Florida
“Young Adult Literature and the Queer Politics of Artistic Fan Production,” 
Angel Matos, Bowdoin Coll.
“The Hero of Time: Shigeru Miyamoto’s The Legend of Zelda as 
Children’s Literature,” Chamutal Noimann, Borough of Manhattan 
Community Coll., City Univ. of New York

“‘I Die Daily’: Police Brutality, Black Bodies, and the 
Force of Children’s Literature”
Sponsored by the Children’s Literature Association
Michelle Hite, Spelman Coll. (Chair)
Friday, January 6, 12:00-1:15 PM, 106B, 
Pennsylvania Convention Center
“Postracial, but Not Postracism: The Romanticization of the Plantation 
South and the Whitewashing of History in Raina Telgemeier’s Drama,” 
Michelle Ann Abate, Ohio State Univ., Columbus
“The Promise and Challenge of History: Reckoning with Racism in 
Out of Darkness,” Ashley Pérez, Ohio State Univ., Columbus
“Runoff: Young African Americans with Disabilities in Landscapes 
of Sacrifice,” Elizabeth Anne Wheeler, Univ. of Oregon
“Brown Girls Dreaming: Violence, Narrative, and the Politics 
of the Interior,” Samira Abdur-Rahman, Univ. of Rochester

“The Life of the Child’s Mind: Rethinking Education and 
Intellect in Literature for Young People”
Sponsored by the Children’s Literature Association
David Aitchison, North Central Coll. (Chair)
Session included in this year’s MLA Presidential Theme, 
“Boundary Conditions”
Saturday, January 7, 12:00-1:15 PM, 106B, 
Pennsylvania Convention Center
“Adolescent Fiction as a Boundary Condition: Exploring the Meaning of 
Reading in a Transitional Genre,” Elisabeth Rose Gruner,  
Univ. of Richmond
“Smart Equals Queer: The Intellectual Child in Sex Is a Funny Word,” 
Gabrielle Owen, Univ. of Nebraska, Lincoln
“Unbounded Time, Unbounded Intellect: A Teenage ‘Song of Myself’ in 
John Green’s Paper Towns,” Susan Leary, Univ. of Miami

“Border Conflicts: Migration, Refugees, and Diaspora in 
Children’s Literature”
Sponsored by the MLA Children’s and Young Adult Literature Forum
Nina Christensen, Aarhus Univ.; Philip Nel, Kansas State Univ. 
(Chairs)
Session included in this year’s MLA Presidential Theme, 
“Boundary Conditions”
Saturday, January 7, 1:45-3:00 PM, Franklin 13, 
Philadelphia Marriott
“Child Migrants of Another Sort: The Dark Side of British World War II 
Evacuation Literature,” Lee A. Talley, Rowan Univ.
“Andrij Chaikivsij’s Za Sestroyu, The Ukrainian Weekly, and the Role 
of Children’s Literature in Negotiations of Diasporic Identity,” Anastasia 
Ulanowicz, Univ. of Florida
“Hawai‘i’s Unbecoming Children,” Carmen Nolte-Odhiambo, 
Univ. of Hawai’i, West O’ahu

“Barely Legal: Erotic Innocence at Nineteen”
Sponsored by the MLA Children’s and Young Adult Literature Forum
Marah Gubar, Massachusetts Inst. of Tech. (Chair)
Session included in this year’s MLA Presidential Theme, 
“Boundary Conditions”
Saturday, January 7, 5:15-6:30 PM., 203B, 
Pennsylvania Convention Center

Speakers: Ellis Hanson, Cornell Univ.; Natasha Hurley, Univ. of Alberta; 
Kenneth Byron Kidd, Univ. of Florida; Derritt Mason, Univ. of Calgary; 
Carol Mavor, Univ. of Manchester
Respondent: James R. Kincaid, Univ. of Southern California

2017 MLA Children’s and Young Adult Literature Panels 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania | January 5-8, 2017
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2018 MLA: Calls for Papers
“The Rise of Latino/a 
Literature for Youth” 

Guaranteed ChLA sponsored session

“Tales of Two Cities: Children’s 
Literature and (Unequal) Childhoods in New York City” 

Proposed ChLA sponsored session

Literature for youth is an 
established tradition in Latino/a 
culture, from Jose Martí’s La Edad 
de Oro (1889) to Pura Belpré’s 
storytelling and folklore and 
Ernesto Galarza’s “mini-libros” to 
Matt de la Peña’s 2016 Newbery 
Medal win. This panel seeks to 

examine the current and historical role of literature for youth in the Latino/a 
literary world and how Latino/a writers portray youth cultures and subcultures 
for U.S. audiences. Papers responding critically to the following themes (though 
not limited to those presented here) are solicited:

•	 In addition to critical race theory (CRT) and postcolonial theory, how do 
critical theories and scholarship in Latin American Studies, Latino/a Studies, 
and American Studies provide a lens for Latino/a literature for youth? 

•	 How can we (re)consider the work of pioneering authors such as Pura 
Belpré and Ernesto Galarza?

•	 In what ways do Latino/a writers challenge and provide alternative 
narratives to mainstream U.S. society, including issues such as race, class, 
and gender (i.e. masculinity, femininity, machismo)?

•	 How do Latino/a writers interrogate, revise and/or disrupt Latin American 
and Caribbean traditions of the homeland, such as government, race 
relations, class, and gender/sexuality? How are Latin American and 
Caribbean lands, cultures, languages, and societies depicted by Latino/as 
addressing younger audiences?  

•	 To what degree do emerging authors in Latino/a literature for youth (e.g. 
Judith Ortíz-Cofer, Ashley Hope Pérez, Pam Muñoz Ryan, Marjorie Agosín) 
differ/overlap with earlier generations of authors (e.g. Belpré, Nicholasa 
Mohr, Sandra Cisneros)?  

•	 Is there a pan-Latino/a tradition for youth?

In 2013, Bill de Blasio’s mayoral campaign ran on the theme of “A Tale of Two Cities.” The narrative that New York is a deeply 
divided city – one that is simultaneously the world’s capital of finance and culture and an unfortunate model of economic 
and social inequality – struck a chord with many voters. This panel invites papers that consider the ways in which works of 
children’s and young adult literature set in New York City express, reinforce, confront, and/or overlook this image of the city 
as fractured and unequal. Papers may consider questions such as: how does children’s and young adult literature represent 
(or ignore) the diversity of New York City childhoods? How do these texts imagine the lives and concerns of young people 
who witness and/or experience homelessness, racist policing, and/or hunger in a city considered to be a thriving center 

of finance, multiculturalism, and the culinary arts? In what ways do texts address the city’s paradoxes (its embrace and alienation of immigrant populations, its 
denouncement and enabling of Wall Street rapacity)? How do narratives for children reinforce and/or interrogate stereotypes of “urban youth”? 

Send abstracts (500 words 
maximum) to Marilisa Jiménez 

García (maj416@lehigh.edu and/
or marilisajg@gmail.com) by 

March 1, 2017.

Send 300-400 word abstracts
to Lara Saguisag

(lara.saguisag@csi.cuny.edu) 
by March 1, 2017.

“From Gotham to Camazotz: Madeleine 
L’Engle at 100 and New York City” 

Proposed ChLA sponsored session

The year 2018 marks the centenary of 
the birth of Madeleine L’Engle, author of 
the classic work of children’s literature, A 
Wrinkle in Time. This auspicious occasion 
is augmented by the fact that L’Engle was 
born in New York City, the site of the MLA 
conference in 2018. This proposed panel 

session will engage with both of these issues. It will examine the past place, 
current status, and future significance of L’Engle and her work in the year when 
she would have turned 100.  During this process, it will pay special attention to the 
relationship that L’Engle simultaneously had and didn’t have with the city of her 
birth. In so doing, this panel will trace L’Engle’s geographic trajectory from Gotham, 
where she was born, to Camazotz, the planetary metropolis from A Wrinkle in Time 
for which she is most well-known and on which her legacy largely rests.

Possible topics include but are not limited to:

•	 The portrayal of the city in L’Engle’s work
•	 L’Engle as a New Yorker 
•	 The importance of place, setting, and regionalism in L’Engle’s work 
•	 A Wrinkle in Time as a commentary on urban spaces and modern metropolitan 

life
•	 L’Engle’s period as a writer-in-residence at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine 

in New York City: its impact, influence, and importance 
•	 The mythology associated with the Big Apple in L’Engle’s writing
•	 The Young Unicorns and The Severed Wasp as New York novels
•	 L’Engle’s work as a rejection of the metropolis and a turn to the pastoral
•	 Dr. Alex Murry’s tesseract research and The Manhattan Project 
•	 The depiction of New York City in L’Engle’s novels, especially the Austin Family 

series 
•	 Characters Adam Eddington, Camilla Dickinson, and Katherine Forrester 

Vigneras from the Austin Family series as New Yorkers
•	 Geography, topography, and mapping in L’Engle’s writing 

Send 500-word abstracts 
to Michelle Ann Abate 
(abate.30@osu.edu) by 

March 1, 2017.
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2017 ChLA Diversity Research Grant Applications

The Diversity Research Grant, initiated in 2013 and approved by the board 
for disbursement beginning in 2014, is a grant to support research related 
to children’s and young adult cultural artifacts (including media, culture, 
and texts) about populations that have been traditionally underrepresented 
or marginalized culturally and/or historically. Applications for this grant 
are to be considered annually and will be awarded as warranted. Awards 
will range from $500 to $1000, depending upon the winning proposal’s 
projected budgetary considerations. Each grant will be awarded with 
the expectation that the undertaking will lead to publication and make 
a significant contribution to the field of children’s literature scholarship 
or criticism. Within two years of receiving the grant, the recipient will be 
asked to submit a paper proposal based upon the project for presentation 
at a ChLA annual conference.

Applications will be evaluated based upon the quality of the proposal and 
the potential of the project to enhance or advance Children’s Literature 
studies. Funds may be used for – but are not restricted to – research-
related expenses such as travel to special collections, subvention funds, 
or purchasing materials and supplies. The awards may not be used 
for obtaining advanced degrees, for researching or writing a thesis or 
dissertation, for textbook writing, or for pedagogical projects. Winners 
must be members of the Children’s Literature Association before they 
receive any funds. Winners must acknowledge ChLA in any publication 
or other presentation resulting from the grant.

GENERAL GUIDELINES:

•	 Email the proposal as an attachment dated within the application 
period (January 1-February 1 annually). Incomplete or late applications 
will not be considered. Applications and supporting materials should 
be written in or translated into English. If you are applying for both 
a Diversity Research Grant and a general ChLA Research Grant, you 
must state this in your application.

•	 The ChLA Diversity Committee will screen all proposals and select 
the awardee(s).

•	 The ChLA Diversity Committee is encouraged to communicate 
openly with the Grants Committee since some submissions could be 
appropriate for both submission processes.

•	 Winners will be notified in April, and the awards will be announced 
at the ChLA annual conference. Winners are urged to attend the 
conference if at all possible to receive the award.

•	 Members of the ChLA Diversity Committee are not eligible to apply. 
Recipients of a Diversity Research Grant are not eligible to reapply 
until the third year from the date of the first award. (In the event 
the ChLA Board institutes another time interval – whether longer or 
shorter – the vote of the Board shall supersede the three-year interval 
rule.)

•	 In a given year, if there are no proposals for the Diversity Research 
Grant that the Diversity and/or Grants Committee deems of sufficient 
quality to support ChLA’s aims, no grants will be given. Conversely, if 
there are multiple Diversity Research Grant proposals of high quality, 
it is possible that multiple grants will be made in which case the 
award may be less than the proposed budget.

•	 Grant recipients are required to submit a progress report of the 
project to the chair of the Diversity Committee by April-May of the 
year following the award and a summary report of the completed 
project to the chair of the Diversity Committee by April-May of the 
second year, prior to the presentation of the ideas at the conference.

PROPOSALS SHOULD TAKE THE FORM OF A SINGLE WORD 
DOCUMENT AND INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 

•	 Cover page including name, telephone number, mailing address 
and email address, as well as academic institution and status/rank 
(student, professor, librarian, etc.) or institution applicant is affiliated 
with (library, publisher, etc.), if any.

•	 A detailed description of the research proposed (not to exceed three 
single-spaced pages), including 

*	 an explanation of its nature and significance (e.g., contribution 
to the field, methodology)

*	 if part of a larger project, indication of the specific work that the 
grant would support

*	 a tentative budget for this work

*	 the time frame in which the work will be conducted

•	 A vitae that includes a bibliography of major publications and 
scholarly achievements (degrees, honors, etc.).

Email the completed proposal as an attachment to info@childlitassn.org. Subject line should read: “ChLA Diversity 
Research Grant Application.” Only applications that are complete and received as of midnight on February 1 will be 

considered. A confirmation email will be sent to acknowledge receipt of proposal.
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2017 Essay Awards Nominations

 Deadline for nominations: February 1, 2017. Submit nominations to info@childlitassn.org.

Graduate Student Essay Awards nominations are now being accepted. Submissions should demonstrate familiarity with 
previous scholarship, contain original, distinctive ideas, and conform to MLA style. They should be at least 3,000 words in 
length and should not exceed 7,500 words, including notes and works cited. The awards are comprised of both a Ph.D. 
level award and a separate Master’s level award. Award winners receive a $250 prize, a certificate, and a complimentary 
year’s membership to the Association. Recipients are also offered the opportunity to present their winning essays during 
a session at the annual ChLA conference and to receive their awards during the awards banquet. If the winner attends the 
conference, a complimentary banquet ticket is also awarded, and conference registration is waived.

Nominations should be submitted by a faculty member on behalf of the graduate student author. Graduate students may 
not nominate themselves or other graduate students. A cover letter must accompany the submission and provide an 
endorsement of the paper and explain the faculty member’s familiarity with the student’s work. Please include both the 
member’s and the student’s email and street addresses and indicate if the student is a Ph.D. or Master’s level student in 
the cover letter only. Submissions will be forwarded from the ChLA office to the members of the ChLA Graduate Student 
Essay Awards Committee and read blind (without cover letter). Only two, whether M.A. or Ph.D. student, submissions per 
ChLA member will be accepted. Students are eligible to win only once at each level (M.A., Ph.D).

ChLA is now accepting submissions for the Carol Gay Award for outstanding undergraduate essays on children’s literature. 
Faculty members should submit nominations and papers electronically on behalf of the undergraduate student author. In 
order to enable blind review, please submit papers to info@childlitassn.org as two PDF files or Word documents: one a 
cover letter providing the paper’s title, contact information (street and email addresses) for faculty member and student, 
an endorsement of the paper, and an explanation of the faculty member’s familiarity with the student’s work, the other 
the paper with title but without identifying information as to its author or nominator. Submissions will be forwarded to the 
members of the Carol Gay Award Committee for blind review.

Papers must be original, show evidence of scholarly research, and include a bibliography listing more than the primary 
works cited. They should conform to MLA style and should be no fewer than 2,500 words and no more than 4,000 words 
including notes and works cited. Senior theses are not eligible. Award winners will receive a $250 prize, a certificate, and 
a complimentary year’s membership to the Association. With the author’s permission, the award winning essay may also 
be posted on the ChLA web site. The recipient will have the opportunity to present the winning essay during a session at 
the annual ChLA conference and to receive his/her award during the awards banquet. If the winner attends the conference, 
a complimentary banquet ticket is also awarded, and conference registration is waived. Only two submissions per ChLA 
faculty member will be accepted, and previous winners of the award may not reapply.

2017 GRADUATE STUDENT ESSAY AWARDS 

2017 CAROL GAY AWARD 
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Faculty Research Grants
These grants are awarded for proposals dealing with criticism or 
original scholarship in children’s literature with the expectation 
that the undertaking will lead to publication and make a significant 
contribution to the field. Applications will be evaluated based upon the 
quality of the proposal and the potential of the project to enhance or 
advance Children’s Literature studies. Funds may be used for but are 
not restricted to research-related expenses, such as travel to special 
collections or purchasing materials and supplies. The awards may not 
be used for obtaining advanced degrees, for researching or writing a 
thesis or dissertation, for textbook writing, or for pedagogical projects.

Hannah Beiter Graduate Student 
Research Grants
These grants are intended as support for research that may be related 
to the dissertation or master’s thesis and are not to be used for tuition. 
The funding may be used to purchase supplies and materials (e.g., 
books, videos, photocopies, equipment) or to underwrite travel to 
special collections or libraries.

Individual awards in each 
category typically range 
from $500 to $1,500 
based on the number 
and needs of the winning 
applicants. Up to $5,000 
per category is available 
to be awarded this year. 
Applications will be 
accepted from January 1, 
2017, through February 
1, 2017. Proposals must 

be sent by email and dated within the stated time frame. Application 
guidelines are posted online at www.childlitassn.org (under “Grants”); 
if clarification is needed, you may contact the ChLA office at info@
childlitassn.org or Chris McGee, chair of the 2017 Grants Committee, at 
mcgeecw@longwood.edu. Winners must either be members of ChLA or 
join the association before they receive any funds.

2017 ChLA Research 
Grant Applications

Grant Deadline: February 1, 2017.
Submit applications to info@childlitassn.org.

ANNE DEVEREAUX 
JORDAN AWARD: 

Call for Nominations
The Anne Devereaux Jordan Award is intended to honor the lifetime 
achievement of an individual whose scholarship and/or service have had a 
significant impact on the field of children’s literature scholarship. The award 
is not restricted to ChLA members or to those whose work has benefited 
the Association specifically. The award may be given posthumously. To 
nominate someone for the Anne Devereaux Jordan Award, send a letter 
that explains the person’s accomplishments and contributions to children’s 
literature scholarship to info@childlitassn.org. If possible, include the 
nominee’s current vita with the nomination letter. Nominations must be 
received no later than October 1, 2016. Although nominees are considered 
annually, there may be years in which no award is given.

The ChLA Newsletter is a semiannual publication for the 
members of the Children’s Literature Association. It reports 
information pertinent to the activities of ChLA, such as ChLA 
election results and awards, ChLA Board actions, conference 
information, and MLA sessions on children’s literature. The 
Newsletter editor(s) are appointed by the ChLA President, 
with approval of the ChLA Executive Board, for a 3 year term, 
renewable with Board approval.

Currently, two editors work together to share the following 
responsibilities: coordinating with the ChLA Administrator, ChLA 
President, committee chairs, and others to collect information 
to go into the Newsletter in a timely manner; soliciting and/
or writing and editing items that will be published in the 
newsletter; working with an association designer to lay out the 
newsletter and prepare it for website publication; sending the 
final version of the newsletter to the ChLA Administrator for 
posting to the ChLA website; and reporting to the ChLA Board 
on newsletter actions taken. 

The current newsletter editors’ terms expire in June 2017; thus, 
the Association is soliciting ChLA members who would like to 
serve in this capacity. The new editor(s) will be responsible for 
producing the Fall 2017 issue. Interested parties should send 
a letter of interest to the ChLA Board identifying qualifications 
for the position by January 15, 2017. Letters to the Board may 
be sent electronically to info@childlitassn.org or by mail to the 
ChLA office.

ChLA Newsletter Editor(s) Search 

Mikayla Zagoria-Moffet, a 2016 
Hannah Beiter Grant recipient
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ChLAQ Calls for Papers
“The Intersection of Cartoons, 
Animation, and Youth Media”
A Children’s Literature Association 

Quarterly Special Issue
Edited by Joseph Michael Sommers 

Deadline: November 1, 2016

In connection with the recent 2016 ChLA conference on animation, this 
special issue of ChLAQ will focus broadly and widely on that multimodal 
and ever-expanding medium known as youth animation. From children’s 
cartoon shorts such as Walt Disney’s Steamboat Willy (1928) and Leon 
Schlesinger’s Looney Tunes (1930-1969); to full-length animated motion 
pictures such as the work of Studio Ghibli, Pixar, and Nickelodeon; to 
Homestar Runner, video games, and flip books, if it’s sequential art put 
into motion, it’s on the table for discussion.

The Quarterly invites papers that craft, extend, and/or disrupt existing 
discussions, including (but certainly not limited to):

•	 Histor(-ies) of children’s animation (from the Walt Disney, 
Fleischers, and Warners forward to the Hanna Barbera and 
Terrytoon Television era and all stops in between and beyond)

•	 The adoption of animation intended for other audiences and 
venues to an audience of children (The Flintstones, Looney Tunes, 
The Simpsons, etc.)

•	 New frontiers of animation (modes and media, interactivity, video 
games, etc.)

•	 The commodification and/or interaction between animated media 
and revenue streams (animation as product tie-in/commercial for 
toys and games: Barbie, GI Joe, Transformers, Disney Princesses, 
etc.)

•	 Adaption of print media into animation and further transmedia

•	 Difference in animation (broadly – from cultural and global 
perspectives, styles, historical perspectives, etc.)

•	 Stop motion, CGI, puppetry, and other operative modes in the 
creation of animation

•	 Sex(-ing) and gender(-ing) in animation for youth culture

•	 Close readings of animated properties

Papers should conform to the usual style of ChLAQ and be between 
5,000-7,000 words in length. Queries and completed essays should 
be sent to Joseph Michael Sommers (somme1jm@cmich.edu with a 
re: line indicating “ChLAQ Essay”) by November 1, 2016. The selected 
articles will appear in ChLAQ in 2017.

“Migration, Refugees, 
and Diaspora in 

Children’s Literature”
A Children’s Literature Association 

Quarterly Special Issue
Edited by Philip Nel 

Deadline: November 1, 2017

In addition to submissions for special issues, 
the Quarterly always welcomes submissions 

for general issues. Please send essays of 
approximately 25 pages to Claudia Nelson at 

chlaquarterly@tamu.edu.

In September 2015, photos of three-year-old Alan Kurdi – his corpse 
washed ashore on a Turkish beach – came to symbolize the urgency of 
the Syrian refugee crisis. World leaders promised to do more, people 
debated whether printing the pictures was appropriate, and charities 
experienced a surge in donations. In children’s literature, the figure 
of the child as refugee, migrant, or displaced citizen has long been a 
powerful trope, disrupting the assumed connection between personal 
identity and national identity, exposing virulent xenophobia, but also 
awakening compassion and kindness. As Europe faces its largest 
refugee crisis since World War II (and demagogues stoke nativist/racist 
anger in Europe and North America), this special issue will examine 
children’s literature’s response – both contemporary and historical – to 
refugees, migrants, and members of diasporic communities.

Subjects papers might consider include (but are not limited to) how 
texts for children represent: the ways in which the term “migrant” can 
dehumanize people, whether persecuted minorities qualify for refugee 
status in their own countries, the many reasons for displacement (such as 
race, religion, nationality, ethnicity, sexuality, war, economics), questions 
concerning human rights, and how the vulnerable figure of the child brings 
these questions into sharper focus.

Papers should conform to the usual style of ChLAQ and be between 
6,000-9,000 words in length. Please send queries and completed 
essays to Philip Nel (philnel@ksu.edu, with “ChLAQ Essay” in the 
subject line) by November 1, 2017. The essays chosen will appear in 
the Children’s Literature Association Quarterly 43.4 (Winter 2018).
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ChLA Administration:
Kristi Olson (kristi@childlitassn.org)
ChLA  |  1301 W. 22nd Street  |  Suite 202
Oak Brook, IL  60523  USA
Phone: 630-571-4520 fax: 708-876-5598

On the Internet: www.childlitassn.org

In Print:
ChLA Quarterly Editor:
Claudia Nelson (chlaquarterly@tamu.edu)
Children’s Literature Association Quarterly
Dept. of English  |  TAMU 4227
Texas A&M University  |  College Station, TX 77843

Children’s Literature Editor:
Julie Pfeiffer
(child.lit@hollins.edu)
English Department  |  Hollins University
P.O. Box 9677  |  Roanoke, VA 24020

ChLA Newsletter Co-Editors:
Ramona Caponegro (rcaponeg@emich.edu)
Cathlena Martin (cmartin16@montevallo.edu)

In conjunction with the University Press of Mississippi, the Children’s 

Literature Association is proud to publish innovative, insightful literary 

criticism of books and media for children and young adults.

We welcome proposals for original critical studies in the field of 

children’s literature and media, including single-author monographs, 

edited essay collections, and critical editions of classic children’s 

book texts. For our Centennial Series, we would be interested in 

edited collection proposals on any of the following:

•	 Raggedy Ann Stories (1918)

•	 The Velveteen Rabbit (1922)

•	 The Brownies’ Book (1919-21)

•	 The Boxcar Children (1924)

•	 Dr. Doolittle (1920)                                        

•	 Just William (1922)

•	 Winnie-the-Pooh (1926)

ChLA does not publish fiction for children, curriculum development 

materials, or instructional manuals. For more information, please see 

the “Submit a Book Proposal” page on the ChLA web site:

http://www.childlitassn.org/submit-a-proposal.

Interested in Publishing 
with ChLA?


